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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

in Gothic, and the prevailing enthusiasm for the antique
produced a corresponding dislike to everything mediaeval,
a dislike conspicuous in men like Julius the Second and
Leo the Tenth, from whom the grandeur ,of modern Rome
may be said to begin. Not long after their time the great
religious movement of the sixteenth century, while tri-
umphing in the -north of Europe, was in the south met
and overcome by a counter-reformation in the bosom of
the old church herself, and the construction or restoration
of ecclesiastical buildings became again the passion of
the devouta. No employment, whether it be called an
amusement or a duty, could have been better suited to
the court and aristocracy of Rome, They were indolent;
wealthy, and fond of displaying their wealth; full of good
taste, and anxious, especially when advancing years had
chased away youth's pleasures, to be full of good works
also. Popes and cardinals and the heads of the great
families vied with one another in building new churches
and restoring or enlarging those they found till little of
the old was left; raising over them huge cupolas, sub-
stituting massive pilasters for the single-shafted columns,
adorning the interior with a profusion of rare marbles, of
carving and gilding, of frescoes and altar-pieces by the
best masters of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
None but a bigoted medievalist can refuse to acknow-
ledge the warmth of tone, the repose, the stateliness, of
the churches of modern Rome; but even in the midst of
admiration the sated eye turns away from the wealth of
ponderous ornament, and we long for the clear pure
* Under the influence, partly of   Sixtus the Fifth did a great deal of
this anti-pagan spirit, partly of his    mischief in the way of destroying
own restless vanity, partly of a    or spoiling the monuments of anti-
passion to be doing something, Pope    quity.